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Bird LLP), Pat Tinker (Office of the U.S. Trustee), Tim 
Troha (KPMG), David Vanaskey (Wilmington Trust), 
Spencer Ware (AlixPartners LLP), Joseph Weissglass 
(Guggenhiem Partners, LLC) and Robert Axenrod 
(Centelis Capital). ABI also acknowledges the support of 
the Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Advisors 
(AIRA) for the competition.

Complex Financial Restructuring 
Program Provides “How-to” in an Age 
in Which Everyone’s a Secured Creditor

 ABI’s 12th Annual Complex Financial Restructuring 
Program (CFRP) provided more than 100 insolvency pro-
fessionals from 11 states with insights into the strategies 
and practices of various stakeholders in today’s highly lev-
eraged environment. The day-long program, done in part-
nership with the Philadelphia chapter of the Turnaround 

Management Association, is based on a real case study of a 
troubled company’s efforts to reorganize. The treatment of 
secured credit throughout the capital structure, the role of 
creditors’ committees, the hunt for post-confirmation value 
through litigation/liquidation trusts, new leverage dimen-
sions arising from the Supreme Court’s Baker Botts ruling 
and more were the topics for spirited discussion.

ABI thanks Program 
Chairs Lorie R. Beers 
(Cowen and Company; 
New York), Kathryn 
A. Coleman (Hughes 
Hubbard & Reed LLP; 
New York),  David 
E.  Fraimow  (LBC 
Credit Partners, Inc.; 
Philadelphia) and Eric 
J.  Fromme  (Jeffer 
Mange ls  But le r  & 
Mitchell LLP; Irvine, 
Calif.). Faculty mem-
bers included lender 
representatives David 

S. Miller (Macquarie Capital (USA) Inc.; New York) and 
Geoffrey A. Richards (Canaccord Genuity Inc.; New 
York), advisory firm representatives Holly Felder Etlin 
(AlixPartners LLP; New York), Wiliam H. Henrich 
(Getzler Henrich & Associates LLC; New York) and 
Evan B. Blum (GlassRatner Advisory & Capital Group 
LLC; New York), and practitioners including Randall 
L. Klein (Goldberg Kohn Ltd.; Chicago), Richard E. 
Mikels (Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky & Popeo, 
PC; Boston) and Michael B. Schaedle (Blank Rome LLP; 
Philadelphia).  abi

Kathryn A. Coleman (Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP; New York), Michael 
B. Schaedle (Blank Rome LLP; Philadelphia), Kelly Beaudin Stapleton 
(Alvarez & Marsal; New York), Christopher K. Wu (Carl Marks Advisory 
Group LLC; New York) and Deirdre A. McGuinness (KCC; New York) (l-r) 
presented an ethics panel.

Hon. Marjorie Rendell, a federal judge on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 
(standing), presented keynote remarks.

New England-based Bernstein Shur 
announced that the firm has again earned 
top ratings from Chambers USA for 

2015, and that D. Sam Anderson and Robert J. 
Keach were recognized in the corporate/merg-
ers and acquisitions category. In addition, for the 
ninth consecutive year, Mr. Keach received the 
highest ranking of “Star Individual” for his work 
in bankruptcy. Mr. Anderson has been an ABI 
member since 2004; Mr. Keach, who is a past 
ABI president and served as co-chair of the ABI 
Commission to Study the Reform of Chapter 11, 
has been a member since 1985.
 Howard & Howard Attorneys, PLLC 
announced that Lisa S. Gretchko has been 
named to Michigan Super Lawyers for 2015 
in creditor/debtor rights. Her practice includes 
creditors’ rights and commercial litigation, and 
she has represented nearly every constituency 
in bankruptcy courts, including secured credi-
tors, unsecured creditors’ committees, landlords, 
licensors of intellectual property, customers, 

suppliers, business debtors and trustees. An ABI 
member since 1992, Ms. Gretchko has also lec-
tured on various creditors’ rights issues and has 
experience in real estate litigation. She is an ABI 
Director and serves as an executive editor of the 
ABI Journal.
 East West Bank announced that Marchand 
Boyd has joined the firm as vice president and 
relationship manager of national sales and will 
be based in its Pasadena, Calif., office. He has 
knowledge of business innovation and deposi-
tory solutions wit.h specialized support services 
for the professional fiduciary. Mr. Boyd has 
been an ABI member since 2007.
 R icha rds ,  Lay ton  & F inge r ,  PA in 
Wilmington, Del., announced that Cory D. 
Kandestin has been promoted to counsel. His 
practice includes bankruptcy litigation, large 
fraudulent transfer actions, contested plan con-
firmations, breach-of-fiduciary-duty claims and 
solvency/insolvency litigation. Mr. Kandestin 
has been an ABI member since 2009.

Members in the News

Marchand Boyd

Lisa S. Gretchko
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 Dickinson Wright  PLLC in Phoenix 
announced that partner Carolyn J. Johnsen has 
been named by AZ Business Magazine as one 
of the “Most Influential Women in Arizona” for 
2015. In addition, she has been selected to serve 
as co-chair for the Alumnae of DirectWomen, 
an organization to advance board diversity by 
increasing the representation of women on 
company boards of directors. Ms. Johnsen’s 
practice includes business restructurings and 
creating complex plans, strategies and struc-
tures for companies in multiple industries. She 
has guided private and public companies in 
developing strategies and solutions for revising 
operations and restructuring debt to effectuate 
the emergence of a stronger business through 
bankruptcy, or to take advantage of acquisition 
and sale opportunities. An ABI member since 
1991, Ms. Johnsen was also recently named by 
Southwest Super Lawyers as one of the top 25 
women lawyers in Arizona.
 Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & 
Berkowitz, PC announced that Nashville, Tenn., 
shareholders John H. Rowland and Courtney 
H. Gilmer have been selected as new prac-
tice group leaders within the firm’s Financial 
Services Department. Mr. Rowland was named 
chair of the firm’s Corporate Restructuring and 
Bankruptcy Group and represents clients in 
complex business reorganizations, restructur-
ings and financing transactions. He has been 
an ABI member since 2001. Ms. Gilmer has 
been named co-leader of the firm’s Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau Task Force, and she 

represents lenders, businesses, secured creditors 
and creditors’ committees in bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, financial transactions, corporate reor-
ganizations, and state and federal court litiga-
tion. She has been an ABI member since 2003.
 Sullivan & Worcester LLP announced 
that Jeffrey R. Gleit has joined the firm’s 
Bankruptcy and Restructuring Group in New 
York as a partner. He represents debtors, credi-
tors, creditor groups and investors in restructur-
ing distressed companies. Mr. Gleit has been 
recognized by Law360 as a “Rising Star” and 
Turnarounds & Workouts as an “Outstanding 
Young Restructuring Lawyer.” Mr. Gleit has 
been an ABI member since 2003.
 Seyfarth Shaw LLP announced that Edward 
M. Fox has joined the firm’s Bankruptcy, 
Workouts and Business Reorganization Practice 
Group in New York as a partner. His practice 
includes bankruptcy, financial restructurings 
and corporate reorganizations, and he has repre-
sented debtors, creditors’ committees, indenture 
trustees, landlords and other creditors, as well 
as banks, labor unions, pension funds and other 
creditors in chapter 11 reorganization cases. Mr. 
Fox has been an ABI member since 1994.
 Plunkett Cooney announced that the firm 
has been named by the Michigan Business and 
Professional Association as one of “Metropolitan 
Detroit’s Best and Brightest Companies to 
Work For.” ABI members with the firm include 
Joseph M. Ammar, Douglas C. Bernstein, 
Michael A. Fleming and David A. Lerner.
 The 2016 edition of Benchmark Litigation 
has ranked Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP 
as “Highly Recommended” in Maryland. In 
addition, the publication named three of the 
firm’s partners — William F. Ryan, Jr., 
Kevin G. Hroblak and Paul M. Nussbaum — 
as Maryland “Local litigation Stars.” Mr. Ryan 
has been an ABI member since 2008, Mr. 
Hroblak has been an ABI member since 2003 
and Mr. Nussbaum has been an ABI member 
since 2004.
 Duff & Phelps, LLC announced the expansion 
of its Disputes and Investigations Practice with 
the addition of James S. Feltman as managing 
director and Scott Lyman as director. Mr. 
Feltman brings more than 30 years of experience 
providing litigation, forensic and investigative 
services. An ABI member since 1991, he was 
also recently named a top 25 consultant in the 
“Excellence in Client Service” category for 
2015 by Consulting magazine. Mr. Lyman has 
expertise in financial restructuring, valuation, 
debtor advisory, creditor representation and 
bankruptcy litigation support. He specializes in 
asset-backed finance and working with distressed 
and underperforming companies, and has been 
an ABI member since 2013.  abi

The restructuring community came together in October 
for the First Annual Restructuring Fights Cancer cocktail 
event in New York. Four individuals were recognized for 
the inspiring ways that they have faced personal health 
challenges while also working to help other cancer 
patients. David Linn of Oak Point Partners (l) presented 
glass trophies to Gary Polkowitz (Goldin Associates, 
LLC; New York), Sheila T. Smith (Brookline, Mass.) 
and Michael J. Epstein (Deloitte CRG; Boston) (l-r). 
Former ABI President Geoffrey L. Berman (Development 
Specialists, Inc.; Los Angeles) was also recognized, but 
was unable to attend the event.
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